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===7 F you pleaſe to turne to the 19, (hepter of 
SF the {7 of the Hpoſ/rs,a0d to read from 
al the 24. to the 33- verſe of that Chapter, 
ma. there is there mention made of a great 
þ 28) Aſſembly, and concurſe of people; Who 
CER upon the Ioſtigation-of one Demetrixe, n 
tf RET Silver«Smith, were confuſedly drawne to- 
gether into 2 publick, Theater. And when 
they were met there, the Confu/ion was ſo great, that the Theater 
for the time, was quite changed into # Z46e/; there was a per- 
fe& Diviſion of Feech, and 7 gs amang them, ſcarce any 
two ſpoke the ſame Language ; For ſome cryed ont one T bivg, and 
ſome cryed out Anather, as your may read at the 32.v,of that Chap. 
Rudeneſſe, Clamgur, Tumult, Noyſe, was all that iflued from 
them, Nay 'cwas a /feeting ſo confuſed, ſo wholly yoid of 
Reaſon, that the greateſt part knew not why they were come 
together, as you may read in the end, and cloſe of that verſe, 
And hence 'cis, that when Saint Poay/ would haye ingaged bim- 
{:}fe among they, avd would have preacht to them to coxvert 
and turne them from their Errour, 'Tis ſaid at the 31 verſe of 
that Chapter, That ſome of the obief of Aſia, who were his 
Friends, ſent to him, and defircd him, that he would not adven- 
ture himſelfe among ſuch a rude}, Tempeſtpous rout of peo- 
fs 


And now, if you defire to know why Ihave ſayd this to you, 
| 2 cis 
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(2) 
'is to let you ſed, Firſt, That this hath partly been my caſe; 
I have been ſent, nay ſpoken to, by ſome peyſons of Quality and 
Honour, not to ingage my ſelfe among ſuch a mixt Afultitude 
as this ; where my Affronts may be great, but my ſucceſſe, and 
Harveſt ſmall : And to ſpeak trath to you, if I had been lefe to 
the peaceableneſſe of my owne quiet Temper, (which never did 
delight in formes, nor to diſpute with Fire.) If the fierce, and 
eager Importunity of ſome who have provoke me,had not drawn 
me from my 7#agement, I ſhould have followed their Advice,this 
Metting had not beene, Nay, I ſhould have lookt upon my 
Appearance hee, a5 a Diftemper, like to theirs, who have provoke 
and called mehicher, For my cools and wiſer Thoughts have 
ſtill ſuggeſted to me, that to diſpute of Truth with thoſe who 
doe notunderſtand it, is ſuch a piece of Madneſe, as if I ſhould 
diſpute of Colowrs with a Blind man,of Aduſicke with a Deafe,or 
of the Sent of Flowers with One borne without a Sed. 

Next, therefore, having ſo farre departed from my Reaſon, 15 


: to ſubmittoa DiFute in this great publick Aſeering, leſt it 
ſhould prove ſuch a confuſed Ieeting, as I deſcribed to you be. 


fore ; A Meeting where my Logick muſt fight Duels with Men 
made of Rudeneſſe, Tumule, Noyſe ; Or lelt it ſhonld prove 
a 2eeting where Men who can ſpeak nought but £g/5/p, (hill 
yet ſpeak divers Tongues ; And where ſome ſhall cry out one Thing, 
and ſome ſhall cry another, I have made it my humble ſuit eo 
ſome perſo#n7r1of Fonony here preſcnt, that by their preſence they 
will free theplace from all ſuch wild Confafions, And that, ifl 
mukt diſpute, I may diſpute with civil men, and not undergoe 
Saint Paul's misfortune, who fought with Beaſts at Ephe- 


ſus, 
irdly , leſt this Meeting ſhould prove like the confuſed 
CM, __ I mention'd to you before, in one particular 
more ; That is, left the greateſt part of you ſhonld not know 
why you are this day come together. Before I enter upon a full 
purſuit, or handling of this Text, it will- be needfull that I tell 
you the occaſion of this Meetivg, which that I may the better 
doe, I ſhall defire you to beleeve, that 'tis not a Zſeeting of my 
projettion or Contrivance, I appeare not here to raiſe a Fa7ion, ot 
to draw 2 party after me, nor to adde to the Reyts of the Corr 
L/ 


years | 
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(3) 
tray, which are too wide alrexdy. Nor am ] come hither to 

revenge my ſelfe in the Pa/pir, or to ſpeake ill of thoſe who have 

moſt lewdly railed at me. Let them wallow themſelves, as much 

as they pleaſe, in theic owne groſſe filth, and mire ; let them, if 

they pleaſe, be thoſe raging Waves of the Sea, which Saint Zude Jude 13, 
ſpeakes of, which are alwayes fonzing ont their owne ſhame, when 

they havs ſteept their To»gues in Gal, and ſpewd forth all their 

Yenome, They (hill not make me change my Opixion ; which is, 

that to caſt dire for dirt, or to returne [ll Language for 14. 
Langwage, is a courſe ſo unreaſonable, as iftwo Men ſhould fight 

a Dal, and chuſe a D»»ghilt for their weapon. As therefore, I 

1m not come hither to ſhew my ſelfe Afalitions, fo I am not | 
come hither to gaine Applayſe, or Repmration by this Meeting, # 
No thirſt of Favze, no atfeRion of Viforie hath drawne me from 
my Study to Reppe into this P=lpir. I underſtand my owne 
Jefirmities to0 wc ll to be ſo ſelfe-conceited, Or if my Abilities 
Is were farre greater then they are , yet I have alwayes lookt on 
it Fam thus got,to be ſo (light a Thing, as if a Man ſhould feed on 
e_ Hre,or make a meale of Gadaows, 
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n Not to hold you therefore any longer in ſuſpenſe, if you, who 
ve know it not already, defire to know the true 0ccafion of this 
all Meeting, 'tis briefely this ; I have for ſome yeares (even with 


Trares in my eyes) ſeen one of the ſaddeſt curſes of the Scripture 
4 fufill'd upon this Nation : With a bleeding Heart I ſpeaks it, 
ey Thave ſeene, not onely three Kingdoms, bur our Cityes, ToWns, 
if] and Villages, nay even our private Familyes divided againſt them- 
"0 ſelves, I have ſeene the Father differing in opinion from the 
hes Sonne, and I have ſeene the Sonxe differing in opinion from the 

Father, T have ſeene the Mother broken from the Daughter, 
ved Wy nd have ſeen the Daughter divided from the other, Nay, 
alar Wl our very Marriage Beds have not ſeapt the curſe of Separation. 
ow Ml Like 7acob and Eſa ifſning from the ſame wombe, I have ſeenc 
fall Wl 122 T7ins of Separation rife from between the ſame Curtains. 
tell WM [have ſeen the wedlock, knot quite untyed in Religion ; I have 
-trer Wl {een the Haubard in oppofition to the wife, goe to one, and 1 


* my tave ſeene the 1/ife in oppoſition to her Hubard, for many 
,n,or i 14s together, goe to another (orgregation, In a Word (my 
moun- I F*tthren,) the Church of Chriſt among us, which was once as 


A3. Stamele(ſo 


wy * 
Seameleſſe ns his (oate, is now ſo rent by Schiſmes, (0 torne by 
Separations, that *cis become like the Coate of Joſeph which you 
reade of in the 37. Chapter of Gezeſ7s, at the 3, verſe, ſcarce oy 
piece is colourd like avother ; And I pray God it prove no 
lixe the Coat of /oſeph in one particular more; I pray God the 
Weaker be not ſold by his Brethren, and his Coate be not once 
more dyed yed, once more imbrued in Bloud. This, you will fay, 
is very (ad, and yet this is not all ; That which extremely add; 
to the Miſery of our Rents, and Separations,is, that the W/aft can; 
not hope they will ere be peeced,or reconciled, For the perſon 
who thus Separate, are ſo far from beleeving themſelves to bein 
an Errony, that they ſtrongly thinke all Orhers erre who ſeperat 
not too ; They thinke themſelves bound in Conſcience to doe u 
they doe. Nay, z:alous Arguments are urged, and Texts of 
Scripture quoted, to prove that 'cis a damning ſiune not to goe on 
in Separation. The Churches where their Neighbours met ue 
now contemned, and Scorned : Nay, I have with mine owne 
 Eurs heard a Dining Room, x Chamber, a Meeting under Tre; 
Nay, I have heard a Hog-itye, a B. rve, called places more ſand 
fied then they. In a word, one of the great Reaſons which they 
urge, why they thus forſake our Churches, and make divided 
Congr egations, is, becauſe (They ſay) the people which aſſemble 
there are ſo wicked, ſo prophane, that they turne Gods Howſe of 
prayer into a den of Theeves. To keep this infeRion from ſpread- 
ingin my Pariſs, and to keepe this piece of Leaves from ſowt- 
ing the whole Lumpe ; And withall to ſatisfies one, whoml 
Jooke upon as a well-meaning, though a ſedaced, and erring pers 
ſon, who hath ingaged her ſelfe by promiſe, chat if I can take the 
miſt from her Eyes, and cleerly let her ſee her Erronr, ſh2 will 
returne back to the Church, from which ſhe hath for ſome yeares 
gone altray ; and being invited to doe this in a way of Chriſti 
challenge, which hath raiſed a great exp:Ration in the Comntry, 
I have caken up the Ganntlet, and here preſent my ſelfe before 
you ; and before I enter the Lis, to let you all ſee the Jullice 
of the Caſe which I here (tand to defend, I have choſen this Text 
for my /vield ; where He,who wrote this Epiſtle to the Hebre'vi 
layes, Let us conſider one another to provoke one another to lovt 
and ts Good Works , not forſaking the Aſſembling of onr ſelut 
together, as the manner of ſame ts. Tit 


(5) 
The Diviſion, 


N which words, the only poyut which I (hall infiſt upon, as the 
[| fitteſt, and molt ſeaſonable to be preacher to this divided Con- 
gregation, ſhall be the point of Schiſme , or, in plaine Engliſh, 
Separation, as'tis expreſt to us in theſe Words, Let us not for» 
ake the Aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome ts. 
In the purſuit and handling of which words, I will proceed by 
theſe ewo plaine and eafiz Zeps. Firſt, F will prove to you, by 
Arguments, Which have a ſwn-beame for their parent , That the 
Rent or Separation which is now made in the (þurch, is 2 very 

ievors finne ; Indeed, a finne ſo grievous, that I ſcarce know 
whether Chriſtians can be guilty of a greater, Next,'I will Ex- 
amine and anſwer their eLrguments, and Texts of Scripture ; 
who doe perſwade themſelves and others that their ſeparation is 
no ſinve ; Nay, that would be a grievous fiune not to ſeparate as 
they doe, In the meane time I beſeech you to lend me a quiet 

id favourable Attention, whileRt I b:gin with the f-/# of th:{e 
71,,and chat ſhall be to prove to you, that the /eparations of 
bur Times, are great and grievers ſinner. 

Amorg the other CharaFers and Deſcriptions which have been 
made of us Mer, we have been called, = tounloy, That is, 2 

reature borne and made, and created for Society. Towards 
he preſervation and maintenance Wherof God at the Beginning; 
rdered his Creation of us ſo, that whereas other Creatures take 
heir Originall and Birth from 2 Diverſitie of parents, He made 
us Men to ſpring from one, undivided, ſingle payre. O18 4dam, 
and one Eve were the two jo1n'd parents of Mankinde, And the 
Reaſon of this was, That there might not onely be among us 
ne common Kinred and eAlience, but that we might hold a- 
Icme, and conſtant Leagwe and Friendſvip with each other too. 

| hence 'cis we ſee, that without any other Teacher but” their 

we Natwrall Inſtin?? , Men in all Ages have avoided ſeperati- 

; by gathering themſelves into formed Bodyes of {ittyes, 
i olpns and Commonwealths, Neighbourhood, Society, mutuall- 

lp, and Converſation, being one of the great Ends for which. 
od made us Afr, And upon this Grownd it hath been - 
ether 


(6) 

whether z Hermit,or Monaſtic man, breake notthe Law of N4. 
twre, becauſe he ſeparates hirmſelfe from the company of Me? 
And '*cis clearly ſtated by ſome great ({aſ#;}s, That if he ſeperaty 
from others for no. End but ſeparation, if he retire himſelfe into 
Cave or Wilderneſſe, or Deſart, (as ſome of the Ancient Hermit 
did) not for Devotion, but out of a hatred, or diſtaſte of the reli 
of Mankinde ; In that particular he cannot well be called x 
Man, but ſome Wilder Creature, made to dwell in Caves, Deſart, 
Forreſts Dens. 

As then, the Zaw of Nate doth require us to preſery 
ſociety and Friend/vip, ſo the Law of (kriſt hath tyed, and woven 
this knot much faſter. We are all of Kinne by Natvre, but we 
are all Brethren as Chriſtzgns: Men allyed to one another by one 
common Hope, one common Faith, one common Saviour, One con- 
90» God, and Lerd, and Father of us al. And upon this Grownd 
when one {briſtian ſhall divide or forſake the ſociety of Another, 
unlefſe it be upon auſt principle of Conſcience, and to avoid 1 

nne, the Scriptwrecalls it not barely Separation, but Separation 
which is Schiſme. That is, ſuch a Separation as is a GeSpel-finne tw, 
Which, that you may the more clearly underſtand, give nt 
leave to aske you in truth what is $chi/mze ? Why the belt Dy 
x#ition Of it that was ever yet given is this, That Sch:/we is nothing 
elſe, but a ſeparation of Chriſtians from that part of the ij! 
Church, of which they were once Members, apon meere fancye, 
ſlight, unneceſſary Grounds, In-which Definition of Schiſmze, three 
things doe offer themſelves to your ſerious obſervation, to 
make it forwall Schiſme, or a figne of Separation. Firlt it mult be 
2 ſeparation of Chriſtians from ſome part of the Y5/ible Church 
of which they were once embers; That is, (according: to the 
Defixition, a viſeble Church as it concerns this preſent purpoſe) 
it muſt be a Deniall of (ommunio: with that Congregation of 
Chriſtians, with whom they were once wnited under a rightily-cov 
' THituted Paftor, Next, they who thus ſeparate, mult betake them 
ſelves to ſome other Teacher, whom, in oppoſition to the fo- 
wer, they chuſe to be their Guide, and ſo make themſelves bu 
Followers, | 

Thirdly, they muſt ere& a New Aſſembly, or place of (+ 
gregation, as a NeW Charch diftinA from that from which they 
doe divide, Es I Cl Lalth, 


(7) 

Laſtly, This choyce of a New Gaide, and Separation from the 
Old, this Ereflion of a New Church, and Divifſen from the 
former mult be upon flight uaneceſſary Grounds; For if the 
Canſe, or Ground of their © Separation be needleſſe, vaine, unne* 
eſſay, if it ſpring more out of Humoxr, Pride, defice of change, 
or Hatred of their Brethren, then out of any {hriftian love to 
keepe themſelves from finnes ; 'Tis in the Scriprare-Language 
Schiſme, That is, 2 ſine of Separation. : 

Oc if you will heare me expreſſe my felf in the language of a 
very learned Man (who hath contrived a c/xe to lexd us through 
this Labyrinth) This breach of Communien, This ſeparation from 
a Church rightly conſtituted; This choyce of a New Guide, NgWv 
Teacher, New Inſtrufer. Laſtly, This ſetting up of a NeW Con- 
gregation, or place of private Meetings, is the ſame finne in Re- 
ligion, which Sedition, or Rebellion 1s in the (ommonwealth or 
State, For upon a right eximination of the matter 'twill be 
found, That Schiſme is n Religions, or Eccleſiaſtical Sedition, 
15 Sedition in the State is a civill, Lay ſchiſme. 

Which ewo /innes, though they appeare to the World in di. 
verſe ſpapes, the one with a Sword, the other with a Bible in his 
Hand ; yet they both agree in this, that they both diſturbe the 
publick, peace. The one of the State, where men are tyed by 
Latvr xs Men ; The other of the Church, where men ſhou'd be 
tyed by Love as Chriſtians. 

To let you yet farther ſee, what a grievous finne this fiane of 
Schiſme or Separation is ; If the time wonld give me leave, I 
might here rayſe the Schoolemen, Antient Fathers, and Generall 
Councell; from the dead, and make them preach to you from 
this Pulpit againſt the finne of Separation. I might tell you, that 
in the pureſt Times of the Church, x Schiſmatick, und Hereticks 
were lookt upon as T winnes ; The one 2s an £nemy to the Faith, 
the other to Communion, But becauſe in our darke Times, learn- 
ing is ſo grown out of date, that to quote an « Lacient Father, is 
thought a piece of Swperftition; And to cite a General Conncell 
is'0 ſpeake words to onr NeW Gifted men unknowne, I will fay 


nothing of this finne, but what the Scripture ſayes before 
ne. 


Firſt, then, 1 ſhall defire you to heare what S, Pas" fayes Fi 
B bi 


{$) 
this ca/e, in the faſt Chapter of his Zpi//e to the Romany at the 
217.. verſe, Turne ts the place, and marke it well I beſcech you, 
Now I beſeech you, brethren, ſayes he there, Marks them Whith 
Crenſe Diviſions, and offences , contrary to the Dottrine which ye hav 
leerned, and avoid them : That is, in other words, Separate yow 
ſelves from them, And then hegives you a Charatter, and 'De- 
ſcription of thoſe Separaters at the 18, verle of thac Chapter; And 
ſayes, For they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, but 
their ewne Belly. And by good words and faire feeches deceive the 
Hearts of the frple, 

In which words, Fowre things. are fo exattly drawn to life, u; 
makes them a perf: Prophecye, or rather piftwre of our Times, 
The firſt is, that there were ſome in S. Pauls dryes, who cauſed - 
Ds#viſſous in the Church; Aer, who in x way of Schiſme, and 
Separation, inade themſelves the Heads and Leaders of divided 
( ongregations, 

Nczt, The Grownd upon which they bnile their Separation, 
*cwas not upon any zalt, true, lawfull, Scripture-Gronnd, For 
the Text ſayes, "Twas contrary to the Doflrine which the Apoſtln 
$4ught, and preacht. But the true canſe, or Ground, why they thus 
cauicd Separetions,was meerly /elf- Intergft ; And that they might 
gaine by their Diviſiens. Nay, 'twas ſuch a poore, baſe, powor- 
thy fo Intereſt, that 'tis there ſaid, they did it in complianceto 
their Belly. 

The third thing which will deſerve yonr ob/erwation, is, the 
ennning Art they uſed to draw the weeks to be their Folower, 
*Tis tbere fayd, that by good #ords and faire Speeches, they decti- fa 
ved the Hearts of the ſimple elpecially the imple of the weaker (x. Lt 
And who theſe were,.S. Faw, in other words, but to the fame to 
purpole tells you, in the 3.Cbapter of his ſecond Epiſtle to Tims- th 
thy ar the 5,6;7. verſes of that Chapter. Where ſpeaking of ſuch the 
Coſeners, he (ayes, they had a Forme of Godlineſſe, nn outward WM ye 
ſeeming Holyneſſe to deceive and coſen by ; And that under this WW Ag 
Forme of Gedlyneſſe they crept into Huſes, and there led Captive MI of - 
filly omen , leaden With finnes, and draVvne atvay with diver! Wh 10: 
Luſts. Women (9 wnabls to diſtioguiſh.R;ght from wrong, that WW the: 
they were alWayes learning, and ntver able to come 10 the Know- 


ledge of the Trwh. 
: And 
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And certainly, my Brethren, tis no new: thing under the 
ſue, to fee the weaker ſexe milled by boly Formes, and Shews, 
'Tis no new thing, I ſay, nnder the Sunne, for = man that makes 
long prajers, to catup 2 Widdows Hanſe ; Orc for a Cunning 
Angler to catch the filjer fort, with a hooke bayted with Religion, 
'Tw3s fo in our Saviowrs time, and 'ewas fo in S, Paws, And 


a whether their demare lookes, their preciſe carriage, their long 
” prayers, their good words and fayre ſpeeches, be not the Hooke, 
the WE 2nd ſnare, by which weeke people are caught now ; whether the 


* fealtirg of, their Bees, or the making Gayne of Godlineſſe ; 
u © Or whether the /tch and pride of being the Leaders of n Faftion ; 
” Or whether the vaine e Ambition of being thought more holy or 
ſed - more giftedthan the reſt, be not the true end of thoſe, who doe 
2nd now cauſe Separations, I will not raſhly cenſure, but I have ſome 
ded * rexſon to ſulpet, Bur this is not all, 

The fourth, and laſt thing, which moſt deſerves your o06/erva- 


On; tion, is, that Separationin that place is ſuch a Scripture. ime, that 
For S.Paul commands us to ſeperate from thoſe, who doe” thus cauſe 
files Separationt, Heare the place, I pray, once more repeated to 


thus you, / beſeech you, Brethren, [ayes he, Marks them Who canſe 
ight Divifiens among you, and avoid them, That is, 2s I ſaid be- 
A fore, Separate your ſelves from them, If they, who upon ne 
-et0 juſt Arr you Separate, mult be Separated from, I hope you'l 
all confefſe that Separation is a finne. 

, the And what fine thinke you is this ſfiane of Separation ? 
wers, Why, I know fome of you will thinke it ſtrangs if I ſhould 
lecei- fay, 'tis a ſomne of the Fl, And yet S. Pax ſayes, thay 
(ex, 'tis 2 ſine of the Fleſs, in the 3. Cheptey of his firſt Epiſile 
ſame to the Corinthians, Marke I beſcech you what be ſayes in 
T 4000+ that place, Are ye not carnall? layes he there. For Wheroas 
f ſuch there are among you Envyings, and Strifes, 2nd Diviſions ; Ave 
ward Je not carnall, and walke as wen ? Sayes He at the 3. verſe. 
c chis WW Againe, when one ſaith, I am Panl; And When another ſaith, I ans 
aptive WM of Apollos; Are ye not carnall?ſayes het the 4. v.of that Chepter. If 
liver! MY 10 divide and ſeparate from the Folowers of S. Pariand to make 
| chat FW themſelves the Folowers,and Diſciples of eLpolos; ar if by way of 
Separationto make themſclves the markerof ſeverall Churches,to 
which eLpeſtles were PO ,. were a finne of Carnabty; 

2 (3s 


(160) 
(us S. Paw]: fayes it was) what ſhall we ſay of ſome people of: our 
Times > who inſtead of ſeverall «Fpofiles to divide themſelves 
by, doe chuſe to theraſelves Guides ſo meane, ſo wnlearned, (o lis. 
ble to £rr0mr, that they perfeAtly make between them the pir 
Rure of Miftakes: The Blinde leading the Blinde, and both fallen 
into « Ditch ? *Tis not now, as 'twas then, When fome. ſaid, 
We are of Paul, and when others ſaid, we are of Cephas, and when 
others ſaid, we are of Apollo ; Ochers, we are of (hriſt, Though 
to make the Names of Chrift,or Paxl, or Cephas, names of Fa. 
Rion, was a ſi1ne, But weare faln on Times fo made of Se. 
paration, that people doe divide themfelves by Teachers, whoſe 
ſecond Trade is Teaching. Teachers ſo obſcure, ſo bred to ma. 
wall Occupations ;- Teachers ſo ſprung up from the baſeft of the 
people, Laſtly, Teachers, ſo xccuſtomed to the Trewell, Forge, and 
eNnvill, that I almoſt bluſh co name them. in the Palpir, 'Tis 
not now ſad, We areof Paul, And we are of & Fpoflor, But we 
are of Wat Tyler ; Weare of Jacks Cade ; Weare of Alexan« 
der-the Coporſmith ; We are of Tow the Maſon; and we are of 
Dicke the Gelder, And whether to Divide and Separate under ſuch 

vulgar: Names-3s Theſe, be no 2 finne of the Fleſh, T leave to every 
one of you, who-have read S. Pax/,to judge. 

And here, now, if Time were not a Winged Thing, or if it 
would bur ſtay my leifuce, I mighe lay before you many. other 
places of the Scripture, which clearly doe demonſtrate that 
Separation is a finne, For though, like the- Ghoi of Samwel, 
which youread of in the Scyiptwre, it uſually appeare cloathed in 
the CManle of a Prophee, though.ic were Holinefſe in the Tongue, 
And preciſeneſſe in the Face ; yet to let youſee what an Apylt 
of Sodomr it is ; How it lookes with a Firgin cheek without, and 
is nought but Rerronneſſe within, I ſhall once more deſire y« uto 
heare what S, Paw! ſayes of it, In the 5. Chapter of the Galutiar! 
atthe 19, and 20. verſes of that chapter, Where he once more 
reckons it amovg the fmnes of the Fl:ſps, As for Example, 
The Works of the Fleſh are manifeft, ſuyes he, which are theſt 
Aadwlterie, Fornication, Uncleaneſfe, Laſcirviowſneſſe, Idolatrit 
Witcheraft, Hatred, Variance, Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Sedition, 
Harsfies, ſayes our Engliſh. Travflation.. But the words inthe 
Orsginal Greek, (which are the true #ard of God —_ 


— 
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thus. Argoreciar, "Aigions, That is, Divifont, Sets, Envy. 
ings, Murthers, Drunkenneſſe, Revelings, and ſuch likg.Of the which 
Ttell you before, ſayes he, As I have told you in Times paſt, Th.t 
They which doe ſuch Things ſhall not Inherit the Kingdome of God. 
Where you ſce Sexitions, Sefts,and Schiſmes, xs well as Adulterie, 
and Murther, are there lifted by S, Pax{ among thoſe works of 
n RT the Fleſp, which dee ſhut men out of Heaven, and exclude them 
h. WT from /alvation. 
f 


Many ſuch like places of the Scriptzre I might lay before you. 
b But I will content my felfe with one A-gament more ; which 
©} fhillnot onely prove to you, That: Separation is a inne ; But one 
i © of the Greateſt inner,of which Chriſtians can be guilty, 
e © To makethiscleare to you, and beyond all Dipste, or Queſts 
d #9, That which I will fay co you: (and mark it well) is this. 'Tis 
is 2 Rule in Divinity, (and tis a Rule infallible) That thoſe ſinnes are 
ve I theGreateſt, which are moſt contrary, and doe moſt oppoſe the 
" greateſt Chriſtian vertues, Now the Three Great Chriſtian ver- 
f rwes Which doe make and conſtitute a Chriſtian, are ſet downe by 
h $. Paul, in the 13. chapter of his firſt Epifile ro the Corinthians, 
ry atthe laſt verſe, where he ſayes, Now abideth Faith, Hope, and 
Charity; Butthe Greateſt of theſe # Charity, Thus, then, ſtands 
the calg. D:rnſt in Gods promiſes, or an wnbeliefe in his poWer, 
5a very great ſiane, For 'cis a finne which doth oppoſe and quite 
cut off the wings of Hope. Hereſie, or the ſtrife, and obltinate 
Defence, and perſiſting in a knowne Erronr, is 2 farce greater ſinne. 
For 'tis a finne againſt Fajch,a fine which ſtrives to draw a Cloud 
about the Beames of T:#th. But if it be true what S. Pas! 
ayes, (as moſt certainly it is) If it be true that Charity is greater 
then either Fazth; or Hope , Then *ewill follow by Good Logick, 
and all the Conſequence of Reaſon ; That that inne which doth 
untie, and break the Bond of peace ; That ſfinne which deſtroyes. 
Chriſtian Friendſpip, and Communion ; Laftly,. That finne which: 
rends, and teares the Cords of Charity aſunder, is: a farre greater 
ſinne then »»beliefe or. Hereſie. And the fin which doth all this is 
the fin of Separation. 
Firlt *cis a greater finne in it /elfe, and the very formality of the 
fine, As being the worſt Extreme tothe beft, and greateſt vertae, . 
Namely, The vertne of Love ;; __ hich Chriſt would have his- 


Followers. 
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Follower: diſtinguiſht from the reſt of Markinde. For by thi 
ſhall all men know, (ayes he, that you are my Diſciples, if yee low 
one another, As you may read in the 13. chapter of Jobs at the 
35. verſe, And agreeable co this is that which is delivered here in 
this Text, where the Authony of this Epiſtieto the Hebrewes ſayes; 
Let us conſider one another to provoke one another to Love, «Aud 
not forſake the Aſſembling of our ſelves together, as the manner of 
ome 75, 

/ And as Schiſmr, or Separation upon a ſlight, or neodleſſe Ground 
is in it /e/fe one of the greateſt finnes; So tis one of the greateſf 
ſinnes too, in its dangerowe Effefts, Beſides the Hatred, Eny, 
Strife, which it begets among Men of divided I»terefts, and 
Aindes, Tis many times the {'oale which ſets whole States and 
Common-wealths on fire, It pretends, indeed, very much to the 
Spirit, And at fiſt cloaths it ſelfe in the Dreſſe of Humility 
and Meckn'ſſe; But they who have written the Chronicles of the 
Church can tell you, That thoſe pretences to the Spirit have no 
ſooner gathered ſtrength, but they have proceeded to b/ondy Bat- 
rellc, arid pitcht fielder, Where the Areke perſotts have throwne 
aſide their Bibles ; "and have changed the SWord of the Spirit 
into the S\vord of Warre. The proceedings of the Donarif: in 
eAffricke, and of the Zohwof Leyden-Men at 2ſnnfter are two fad 
Examples of the truth of what I ſay, 


The Grounds of Separation examined, 


Ut here, perhaps, will ſome of you, who heare me this day, 

ſay, What's all this to us? In ſaying this which you have 
hicherto ſaid, like thoſe who wrote Romances, you have but 
created an Adverſary out of your own fancy, and then foyld 
him ; or like the man in Ar;fotle who drove his /baddowy before 
him,you firſt frame a man of Ajre,and then cry he fiyes from you. 
Bur if this be to conquer, one of our Gifted Zen who is at all 
no Sckoller, can as well triumph over men of Ayve, and ſbad. 
deer, as your ſelfe. To let you ſee, therefore, that I am one of 
thoſe, who deſire not to fight Dxels with naked unarmed Men, 
norto meet any in the Field, before we have agreed upon cit 
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juſt length of our Weapons : If your patience will hold out fo 
long, who come 4i/ intereſted hither, This ſecond part of this 
Sermon (hall be ſpent in the purſuit of that, which Maſter Deane 
of Chriſt-chnrch jult now very ſeaſonably noted as a Defe# in our 
preſent way of Argaing, and Diſpute, which was,that the Grounds 
were not examined upon whichjthe preſent Separation: of theſe 
Times, do build themſelves. Theſe Grownd:, therefore, I ſhall 
now in the nexe place call co ſome reckoning and Account, And 
in the doing of this, I will hang up a payre of Scales before 
you, you (hall ſee their Arguments placed in One Scale, and my 
eAn[wers in the Other : And becauſe no Moderatonr (its in the 
Chayre to judge (which was a thing foreſcen by me, but could 


© rotwellbe compalt) I ſhall make you the Zudges who heare 


me this day. And becauſe the Rudeneſſe, and [{-langrnage of 
thoſe who have diſturbed me in this P#/pit, hath made meitand 
before you here like a man arraigned for Errouy, I will freely 
calt my ſelfe upon God, and you the (orntrey, Thus, then, I 
hall proceede. 

Here (as I ſaid before.) may ſome of the Separating party, ſay 


| tome, How doth the former part of your Sermon concern us ? 


We ſeparate, 'cis true, Byt not on thoſe falſe Grounds which you 
have all this while deſcribed. We grant, indeed, That if we 
broke Commenion with you out of Faction, or Selfe- Intereſt, or 
Pride, or delice of Gaine, or meere Love of Separation, you 
might well call us Schi/maticks ; and we ſhould well deſerve 
that Name. But the Ground on which we ſeparate from you, is, 
becauſe you are not fit to be Aſſembled with, you are /inners ; 
wicked, lewd, profane , notorious fianers. The places where you 
meet breathe nothing but /nfection. Your Teachers preach falſe 
Doftrine ; and your people prafkiſe Lyes. In a word, we cannot 
with the ſafety of our Conſcience frequznt your Congregations, 
Since to appeare there would be an enterprize as dangerous, 
15 if we ſhould make Viſics to a Peſt-houſe, and there hope to 
ſcape the Plagwe. 

This you will ſay (good p2ople) is very hard language, And 
How, thinke you, do they prove it ? why, as they thinke by two 
cleare places of the Scripture, which no man can oppoſe, and nat 
make Warre with Heaven. Two p'aces of Scripture, I ſay, ow 

cen 


® [evit. 26.12, 
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beene produced, and quoted to me, like Sawpſon and Achiles, 
with Invincible Lancer in their Hands, Places which doe not 
onely «low, but command a ſeparation ; Nay, they command it 
ſo fully, that if they ſhou'd not ſeparate, or forſake our (ongri» 
gations, they ſay they ſhould finne greatly, and diſobey the Scrj- 
pture. And what are theſe two places ? 

The fi-ft you ſhall finde ſet downe in the 5. laft verſes of the 
6. Chapter, of the ſecond Epiſtle of S.Pawl to the {orinthian, 
where the words run thus. Be ye not wnequally yokt together with 
wnbcleevers. For What Fellowſip hath Righteowſneſſe With unrighte. 
ouſneſſe? And what (ommunion bath Light with Darkyeſſe ? And, 
what Concord hath Chriſt with Belial ? Or what part bath he that | 
believeth with an Infidell ? And What agreemant hath the Temple i 
of God With Idolls ? For ye are the Temple of the living God, * 
As God hath ſaid, I Will dWell in them, and walke in them ; «And 
1 will be their God, and they ſhall be my people. Wherefore come out 
from among them, and by ye ſeperate, * ſaith the Lord, and tonch mt 
the uncleane thing, and ] will receive you. This is their firſt greit 
place, which they r ſeparation, Will you now heare their " 
ſecond ? That you (hall finde ſet downe in the 4. fiſt verſes of 2 
the 18. Chapter of the Revelations, Where the words run thuy, 
eAfter theſe things, ſayes S. John there, I ſaw another Angel come 
doWwne from Heaven, having great power ; andthe Earth Was lights f 
wed with bis Glory, And ho cryed mightily, with a ſtrong woice, 
ſaying, Bahylon the Great ts fallen, t fallen, and & become the Habi- 
tation of Divels, and the hold of every fonle Spirit ; And the ( agt 
of every unclean, and hateful Bird, For all Nations have drunks of 
the wine of the wrath ef her Fornications ; And the Kings of tht th 
Earth have committed Fornication with her. And the Merchant: of 


the Earth ars waxedrich, through the Abundance of her Delicacyts, Sai 
And I beard Another voyce from heaven, (ayes be) ſaying ; Com Wl 1% 
ont of her my people, that yee be not partakers of her ſonnes, and Wt "Þ* 
that yee r1ceive not of her plagnes. 22, 
Theſe evo places of Scripture (if you will heare me expreſie my I 't. 
ſelfe in the thred-bare Lunguage of the Times) They ſay, doe bod Wi /r: 
Forth themſelves ſoc clcarely,that I may ſooner quench the ſme I 'oge 
than finde an A»fwer to them. Nay, to deale freely with you, 2 
ica 


theſe ro places, and theſe only are a piece of the Chan 
w 


(15) 
which hath occaſioned this D;Fate, For I xm promiſed by Hey, 
whom I here-come to wndeceive, that if I can anſwer theſe cvs 
places, ſh: wil be my Convert ; And will ſeparatefrom theſe who 
doe now make ſeparations,” 

I rake hey at her word, anddoe thus contrive, and ſhape my 
Anſwers ; Marke them I beſeech you, As for the firſt place in 


he RY the 6. Chapter of the ſecond Epiſtle to the Corinthians ; you are 
ut, to underſtand, that when S. Pas wrote that Epiſtle, The City 
ith of {orinth was not wholly converted” tothe Faith, but was di- 
in. 5 vided in Religions, forme were yet Heathens, and facrificed to 
nd Iaols : Others did imbrace the GofFe4l, and gave up their Names 
ha to Chrift, 

ple N-verthelefe, they were not ſo divided in Religions, but that 
,* dwelling together in the ſame City , certaing Neighbourly  Ci- 
ful villities, and As of kindneſſe paſt between them. As for Ex- 
ont ample, when a Heathen or Vnbeleever offerd a ſacrifice to his 
__ [dol,*ewas uſual, for old Aequaintance ſake, to invite his Chri- 
eat ſtian Frierds to b: Gueſts to his ſacrifice; And to eate of his 
eit meate Whica was offered co his /dzl, As you may read, 1 Cor.10; 
; of 27,28, And the place where the ſacrifice was eaten, and where 
huy, the Feaſ# was made, was, for the molt part in the Temple of 
_ the 14vl, As you may read, 1 Csr.8.10. Now, this mingliog of 


ghte Religions ; This meeting of Chriſtians with Heathens, at 2 Hea- 
vict, then Feaſt ; Nay,at 2 Feaſt where the Meat was firlt offerd to an 
labi- hl, Nay in that Jao/ was offered to the Devils, us you may 
Capt reade, 1 Cor.to.20,Nay, this meeting of Chriſtians with Heathens 
he of aan /dol ſacrifice, and their eating with them of that /acrifice in 
f the the very Temple of the del, was a thing ſo dangerous, ſo apt to 
ats of call weake Chriſtians back agiine to their former /Jolatry, That 
ts. Saint Pax thought it high time to ſay, Be not thus wnequally 
owe 6k: With anbeleevers. In which <xpreflion he doth caſt an eye 
W upon that Law of God, which you may read ſet downe in the 
22.Chapter of Deuteroxomye, at the 9,10,11. verſes of that Chap- 

e my WY ter. Where God ſayes, Thow ſpalt not ſow thy Vineyard with diverſe 
e bold WR (erds ; Nor ſoalt thou plough thy field With an Oxe, and an Aſſe yokt 
ſunne WY 'ogether ; Nor ſhalt thou Weare a Garment of divers ſorts, Name- 
ly, of Linnen, and Woollen woven together in one piece. To the My- 
ficall meaning of which Law, S.Paxl here alludes, when he 
ſayes, Be xot wnequally yokt With Unbeleevers, For a Chriſtian 
Abe mingling 


: 
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mingling with a Heather, in a Heathen Congregation : Nay, x 


Chriſtian mingling with a Heathen in the Temple of an 14ol, wa 
a more diÞroportion'd ſight, then to fee an Oxe yoke With an Aſs 
in the ſame Plough ; Or then to ſee Corn ſown with Grapes in the 
ſame Field; Or then to ſee Fool mix: with Linzen in the fams 
Garment, In a Word, the /dvlatry of the Heathen: was ſo incon. 
ſiſtent with the Re/igron of the Chriſtians, that S,Paul proceeds, W+ 
and ſayes, that they might as well reconcile Light ro Dark»eſe, 

3 
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or contrive a League betweene Chrif# and Belial; Or tye x 
Marriage knot between Riphteouſneſſe and ſinne, as make it hold 
in fienefſe ; That Chriſtians who are the Temples of Gol, and of 
his holy Spirie, ſhould meer, and eate, and beare a part in the WW » 
Idol Temples of the Heathens. And theſe [»fi4els, theſe Heather, WW * 
who did not believe in (hri#; Theſe Corinthians mnconvert:d, WW C 
Theſe or ſhippers of Idols, who (trived to draw the Chriſtian WWF " 
back to their former Swperſtitions,were they from whom $.Paul WF ! 
bids his New Converts ſeparate themſelves, Conze ont from anny n 
them, and be ye ſeparate, ſayes he, at the 17, verſe of that Chapter, 0 
O-, (in the LavguiFe of the place) (ome ont from among them, WW 
and be ye ſeparate, ſaith the Lord, and touch not the uncleane thing, WW 
and I will receive you, Which Words are but a ring [truck by the pl 

* Eſay 52+ 17, Pcophet * £/ay firſt, and ſpoken by him, of the ſeparation of the WW # 
7ewes, from the'then 7dolatryes of the Heathens, And that this WF ©: 
1s the trne Interpretation of ch# place, will appeare to any who 
ſhall compare, what S, Pas here fayes, with that which he (ayes, 
in the 10. Chapter of his ficlt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, from the 
19. to the 30, verſe of that Chapter. 

This then, being ſo, Let me aske the zealors perſons, who thus de 
lighe in Separation, are They from whom they ſeparate ſuch [*þ- 
aells, fach Heathens, fach Worſhippers of Haesls, as S.Panl doth here 
defcribe > Doe they ſee any Goas of Gold, erefted in our Tem 
ples ? Or doethey fee any [mages of Silver adored, and acti 
ficed to by our Congregations > Doe any of us make prayer: to 
a Zocke ? Or doe any of ns burne T=cenſe to 2 Stove ? Nay, [it 
them (if they pleaſe ) examine us by their private-meeting-Catt- 
chiſaxe . Doe we not confefle the ſame God that they doe > Dot 
we not beleeve in the ſame Jeſwe Chrift ? Do we preach anothet 
Goel? Orhope to be /avedby any other Name but His ? Art 


4 Kot our Congregations built on the Scripture» Rock > Is not C bri 
out 
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onr Corner Stone, and his Apoſtles our Forndation ? Dogs we 


. : : . 

was not agree with them in a//things, but where {they differ from the 
Al Scripture > As for Example, we doe maintaine, and fay, that 
the {eparation is 2 finne. They doe maintaine and fay, That 'cis a 


* Chriſtian Duty ; We urge that Text which ſayes, One Lord, One 
* Faith, One Baptiſme ; They urge no Text, which ſayes, Men mult 


eds, 5 be evics Baptiſed. We ſay, that if a Child of God doe breaks 
fs © Gods Laws, a { hild of God finunes, Some of them ſay that God 
'e 1 + beholdsno fiane in his Clslgren.Laltly, we ſay of the Scripture, as 
101d : t S. Peter ſaid of S. Paxuls Epiſtles, That there be ſome things in 


1 of We them, very hard to be mwnderſtood, which they who are mulearned | * Pt-3.16, 


the wreſt to their one Deſtruftion, They iy wnlearned Gifted Men 
* arethe beſt Exponnders of the Scripture ; What they means by 
* Gifted Men 1 will not here examine, But that which I will ſay; 
| is this, becauſe We differ in Opinons to divide themſelves from 
Paul us; Nay to apply ſuch a reproachf! place of Scriptwre to us, 2s 
makes us no betrer then /»fidels, and Heathens, and Worſhippers 


all 

= { of /dols, is tO revile us with the Ford of God, and to Libel us 
hem, W- vvith Soreptare, . 

hing Would They take it well, if we ſhould apply to Them that 


y the place which ſayes ; Woe to you, yee Hypocrites, yee Blind Leaders 
f the WW of the Blind ; you who ſtrayne at Gnats, and yet ſecurely ſwallow 
, this WW Camels? Would They take it wel), if we ſhould quote a place of 
who WW Sriptore, and make it call Them whited Sepxlchers; which ſhowe 
ayes, BY [974 2nd beantifull Without, and bold nowght but inks, and Rot- 
n the {WF fe1neſſe within ? Againe, would They take it well if we ſhould 
apply co them, that place which {ſpcakes of Men, who have 2 
15 de» 8 forme of Godlineſſe, but deny the power thereof > Men, who like 
\ Inf. WY *he 01d Phariſees, with a long prajer in their Mouth, creep into 
\ here WY Horſes, and there leade Captive fily Women ? Laſtly, would They 
Tem MM fke it well if we ſhould apply that place to Them, which ſayes ; 
(a:ri. WY 744t 45 Fannes, and Fambres withſtced Moſes, ſo doe theſe men re- 
v; to lf the Truth ? Men of corrupt Mindes ; Reprobate concerning the 
y, kt Faith? (as 'tis in the Greek, and the ſargin of your Bibles) 
Catt- Adiiue Tie 13hy Tic1y, Men purblinae, nay. of 7ndgement COR» 
Doe Wl <*rning the z-#e knowledge of the Fazh? If they would not 
other i 2k* it well, why doe they not obſerve the Rule of Equity, and 
2 are MY 746ice, which is, To doe 20 4, but as They World have # doe to 


Cris WM them ? 


C2 But 


t Col. 3.5. 
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But here perhaps, will ſome of you who hezre me this day, 
ſay ; We doe not ſeparate from you, b?cauſe you are out-right 
unbeleevers, Pagans, Infidels, or Heathens; But becauſe you weare 
the Names of Chriſtians, and yet live the Lives of Heathen, 
Though you doe not worſhip /4s!s, yet there is Covetouſneſe 
among you, which S. Paul calls f [dolatry, And thouzh you 
doe profeſle Chrift, yet you walke diſorderly ; And doe commit 
thole /rnnes which they who denyed Chriſt did. Though we ſee 
no Gods of Gold nor Silver in your T emples, yer if we came there, 
we might ſee a Congregation of ſuch people as S. Par in other 
places bids uz Separate from, As for Example, turne to the 
3.Chapter of his ſecond Epiſile to the Theſſalonians, and the 
6. verſe, Doth he not there command us /» the name of the Lord 
Zeſus to Withdraw our ſel ves from every Brother, Who walkes dif. 
orderly, and not according to the Traditions which he taught ? Ocif | 
this place bs not cleare enough, turns to the 5, Chapter of the | 
firſt EpiHe of S. Pant to the (orinthians, and to the 11. verls, 
Dath he not there ſy, that if Any man that u called a Brother, : 
be a Fornicatour, or Couetous, or an Idolater, or a Rayler, wa WM | 
Drunkard, or an Extertioner, with ſuch a one we are not to keep WF ; 
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Company, No, »ot to eat ? 

Igrant, indeed, S. Pal (ayes fo, and doe think it very fir 
that S, Pas! ſhould be obeyed. But how doth this prove chat 
they are to for/ake our Congregations > That there are ſuch me 
among us, as S, Pax! doth there deſcribe, is a Truth too cleare 
to be denyed, Bur are our whole Congregations compoſed of 
ſuch men? Are al! Drunkardr? Are all Fornicatours ? Areal 
Raylers ? Are all Extortioners > Are al, both Prieſts and 
People ſo like one another, that when they meete they make 
not a Church- Aſſembly, but a Congregation of ſuch ſinners ? Ot 
are they onely /omze ? And they, perhaps, the /eſſer part who are 
guilty of thoſe fnnes ? Nay ſuppoſe they ſhould be farce the 
greater part, who are guilty of theſe ſinn:s ; yer you know out 
* Saviour (riſt compares the Church to a Field ſowne With 
good ſeed ; But then he tells us too , That to the Worlds end, 
among the good ſeed there ſhall (till grow Weeds , and Tt. 
Againe, in the 13. chapter of S. Math:w at the 47. and 48. vn 
of that Chapter, he compares the Kingdome of Ged here in thi 


World, to a Net caſt into the Sea, which incloſed Fiſves of all 
arti 


q 
.; 


(19), 
forts, Bad as well as Good. And what the meaning @f this draught 
of mingle{ Fiſhes is, I (hall defire you to read at the 49. and 50, 
verſes of that chapter, where he fayes ; That at the Exd of the 
frorld, and not till then, the Angels foal go forth, and ſhall 
ſeparate the Wicked from among the Puſt : is pics 13v Sizchor, 
fayes the Ociginall Gresk, They (hall ſeparate the wicked from 
the midſt of the 7ſt, which clearely doth prove to us, That till 
this fizall Separation, in the Charch of God here on carth, there 

will alwayes be a mixture: To divide or ſeparate, therefore, 
from the Whole Congregation, becauſe ſome wicked men are in 
it, is 2 courſe ſo wnreaſoxable, 2s if they ſhould refuſe a Fell of 

Corne becauſe there grew ſome Weeds, or (hould renounce 
a Field of Wheat becauſe it beares ſome Tares, 

Beſides, I would faine know, how farre they will extend the 


þ meaning of that Text, where S. Paul layes, That they are zo 0 


eat with a Brother, who is 2 Drunkard, or Adnlterer , or Rayler, 
or Extortioner, Will they extend it to all ſorts of perſons who 
are ſuch ? If they will, Then if a /Y/om72% have x Drunkard to her 
Husbana, (he mult ſeparate from him becauſe he is a Drunkard, 


| ifſhe doe not, every time (he eats wich him, (he diſobeyes S. 


Pax; and inevery meale ſhe makes with him ſhe commits a 


| Scripture ſixne. By the ſame reaſon alſo, If the Sonxze bave 2 


Drnnkard to his Father, he mult remove Tables, and not dyet 
with his Father, And ſo there will be one Diviſion more then 
thoſe the Scripture ſpeakes of : For that onely tells us that the 
time ſhall come when the Sonne (hall be divided from the Fa- 
ther, and the Afother from the Da»ghter. But if this /uterpreta- 
tion be true, the z/ife muſt divide and break her (clfe from her 
diftemper'd Hutband too. 

Nay give me leave'to goe one ſtep farther yet. If the finnes 
of a part be a juſt ſufficient Ground to ſeparate from the whole, 
Why doe not they who ſeparate, divide and fall aſſurd.r ? 
For here let me ask them, and let me ask without offence ; Arc 
they af ſo Innocent, ſo pure, (o free, ſo. voyd of ſinne, that there 
ls net one diſorderly Brother among them ? Is their place of 
private Meetings ſo much the New 7eruſalem,That no Drunkerd, 
n0 Adulterer, nor Rayley enters there ? I wiſh there did not, my 
Brethren, We Xinifters ſhou'd not then ſo oft be called Dumb 
Digg, Idol ſrepheards, Limbs of «Antichriſt , Baals Prieſts, by 

C3 T ongues. 


Jam, 3.6. 


, and ſay, Babylon the Great u fallen,  faien; and uu become th 


{20) 
Tongues, wich if S, James iay true, are ſet on fireof Hl, 
If then, it be not che meaning of S. Pax in that place, thu 
we ſhould ſeparate from af! becauſe ſome of thoſe Al! are wicked 
upon what other juſt Grownd doe they break (ommunion with us 
Is it becauſe we preach in Churches > They are Gods Houle 
of prayer. Made his by the Piety, and Devetion of our Fathers, 
who if they lived now would hardly call them Saints, who pre. 
ferre 2 Barne, naya Hog-ſtye before a conſecrated Temple, Or 
is it becauſe there is Hereſie or Swperſtstion mixr with our once 
Common Forme of prayer ? If there had been, you ſee that ſcandal 
is removed, Or doe we perſecute, or force, or drive them from 
our Congregations > We are ſo farre from that, that you ſee, they 
are ready to require that our publick, Congregations, ſhould Rope, 
and bow the Knee to their private Meetings, What other ſecret res. 
ſon tis which thus divide; them from us,l can by no meangs think, 
unlefſe it be wrapt up in the 14yſtery and clond of the 18, chay, 
of the Revelations, which is their other ſtrong Herewlean place 
of Scripture, which hath been urged to me to make good their 
Separation. From which dark place of Scripture when I have re- 
moved the veyle and Curtaine, I will put a period, and conclufi 
on to this Sermon. 
Tis there ſaid, that S. 7ob» heard an Angel proclaime aloud, 


Habitation of Divels, the Hold of every uncleane Spirit, and a Car Wl ® 
of every wncleane, and hatefull Bird; As you may read at th: WW © 
2, verſe of that chapter, Tis farther faid, That he heard another WI 
voice from heaven,faying, ('ome out of her my people, that yee bt 

not partakers of her funnes , and that ye recrive not of her plagun, Ml 
As you may read at the 4. verſe of that chapter, where by B« WW ©2 
bylon fallen, they underſtand the Church of England faln, WW *' 
By the Habitation of Divels, the Hold of fonule Spirits , wid 
Cape of rcleane Birds, They underſtand our Paris Chnrcin, the 
and (ongregations which meet there ; which, they fay, arc { An 
much a Cage of uncleane Birds, places ſo corrupe, ſo full of wi Wh 
kedneſſe, nnd finne, that God, by his Spirit, as it were, by a vout ſer 
from the Clouds, hath ſaid unto them, Come out of them, m Ml ** 
people, divide your ſelves from them, leſt ye be partakers of the” Wl © 
ſinner, and go (harers in their plagwes. This is, or mult be their 

Interpretation of that place ; or elſe 'ewill no way ſerve to _ 


(22) 


their Seperation- If, I ay, by the Habitation of Divells, and Cage 
of uncleane Birds be not meant our Church «.fſemblyes, from 
which they doz 4vide, they doe but build a Houſe of ſtraw, and 
chooſe the ſand for 2 Foundation.T am ſure Ihave been told that 
this was the very [nterpretation which the Gentleman vave of this 
place, whojult now diſputed with me, at a diſÞnu:e which not 
long ſince he had with Mr, Gi5/on of (hinner, 

But now will you heare my cen/are of this wilde Interpretation? 
Toke it then, thus, Among the ſeverall Exponnders of the Reve- 
lation, I once met with ove, who when he came to interpret the 


_ Seven Angels, which blew the Seven Trumpets, He faid that by 
- one of thoſe eLrgels was meant Luther, by another Queen 


W £lizabeth. And when he came to give the meaning of the Lecuſts 
one, which aſcended from the Bortomeleſſe pit, with Crowns on their 
hink Heads, by the Locuits, He underltood Schollers of the Univer ſ- 

. tie ; And by the Crownes on their Heads, He underitood Square 


> {aps. Methinkes, theſe kinde of people deale juſt ſo with this 
their place of the Revelation. They fee frange viſions in it which S. 
vere 7ohn never ſaw ; Namely, th:y fee B :by/ox in our Cherches, and 


xcluf wncleane Birds in our Aſſemblyes. Nay, thouzh the Divel: being 
| Spirits are t00 inviſible to be ſeen, yer, by the benefic of a New- 
loud light, they can ſee ſights which no other Eyes can fee without 
| WH being preſent in the place to which ſon! Spirits do refort, [as if 


o they had borrowed one of Galileo's Glaſſes) they can ſee Divels 
R T take Notes at our Sermons, Bur whether in ſort Hand, or at 


"other MY [2124 $-obx hath not revealed, . 


pry Pardon me, I beſeech you, you who zre of the more grave and 
' uo, WW 124{er fort, chat I am thus pleaſant in the pulpit ; I xm compelled 
' - Bu tobe ſo when I meet with peop/e who deale with the Scripture, 


faln, 3 en of melancholy Fancyes uſe to deale with the Clonds, For 

ind WY 25 1 have knowne ſome Hypecondriach men, who have faigned to 
themſelves flying Horſes, Winged Troops, and Ships ſaylins in the 
Aire; Nay, as | have knowne fome, who, like the Melancholy 
ma, who thought himſelfe a »rinal/, have thought they have 
ſeene rw0 Armyes in the Shie; and have miſtaken Clouds, 2nd 
Meteors tor Soldiers, Trumpets, Druns, and Cannons ; So I do 
rot wonder that our Gifted, rhinking people ſhould fo miſtzke the 
Revelation as they doe ; or that they ſhould ſee Monſters in the 
«cripture Clouds, Where the Scriprore is molt cleare, they haidly 
nne 


(22) 
underſtand it ; How then, ſhould they finde out the Kry to ſuch 
da ke prophecies as thu? 

But here may ſome 1nan ſay to me, if they make this place, 
whats your [nterpretation of it? Why, my Juterpretation is the 
very ſame which S. Job» Himſclfe delivers, Rev. 14. 8. Where 
the Angel expreſſeth himſelf in che very ſame words, And fayes, 
Babylon ts fallen, is fallen;T hat great City which made all Nations 
drinke of the Wine of the Wrath of her Abominations, And what was 
that Great (ity ? Why the City built on ſeven Hill: ; As *cis de. 
ſcribed in another place of the Revelation, That Great (ity which 
was the Queen of 2 ations ; Namely, the (ity of Rome, when 
was the /eat of Heathen Emperonrs.Laltly,that Great City,which 
gave Laws to all the JYorld, to worſpip her Falſe Gods, and to par- 

Take of her 7dolatryes. And this was that Great {ity,which $. fun 
ealls Babylonzeither,becauſe ſpeaking of the Fall and Raine ofit, 
He thcught it not ſafe to call it Rowe, or by its right and proper 
Name ; Leſt, if he had done fo, he might draw perſecution on the 
Chriſtians, Or els, Becauſe as Babylon was the Head City of the 
Perſian Monarchy,ſo Rome was then the Head City of the Roman, 
In a word this is that Great City, which was then the great Court 
of 1dolatry,the Queen of Swperſtitions; And therefore,jultly called 
by the Angel which ſpoke to S.Fobn, The Habitation of Div, 
and Cage of wncleane Birds. And from this Babylon,this Rowethe 
then Ciry of confuſion, the Angel of God bid the Chriſtians of 
thoſe Times to come forth,and ſeparate themſelves; leſt they ſhould 
be partakers of her ſs, and go ſharersin her plagues. But to ſay 
as they do, that the Church of England is that Babylon the great; 

-. or that curPariſh Congregations from which they do divide them- 
ſelves, are the Habitatios of Divels, the Hold of feule ſpirits, und 
Cage of unclean Birds here mentioned in this chap. is ſuch a piece 
of Ignorance,as well as zealous ſlander,that they will never be able 
to prove it, till they can make the Capito! of Rowe ſtand in our 
Lonaon ſtreets,or till they can make the River Tiber run, where 
now our Thames doth ; or till they can change the Comntrivin 
our Aapps,and make the id lana Sea flow on our Engliſh ſoon 
And farther then this I will not treſpaſſe on your patience; or 
inlarge my ſelfe to prove to you that Separation is a Sin, 
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